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ABSTRACT

Tn this study an attempt has been made to analyse the social
structure of Chauvin, a line village on Bayou Petit Caillou in Terre

bonne Parish in southern Louisiana.
were selected for analysis:

The following characteristics

first, the descent of the families in

the community; second, the language composition of the population in
the community; third, the religious life and religious affiliation of
the people in the community; fourth, the occupational and economic
characteristics of the natives of Chauvin; fifth, the educational faci

lities, and the attitudes toward education; sixth, the housing condi
tions found in the village; and seventh, the sooial activities of the
population in the village.

The writer is well acquainted in Chauvin, having a brother
living there, as well as many other relatives.

Data for this study

were obtained in a survey of one hundred and fifty-three homes, from

studying sources in the library of ths University of Louisiana, and by
interviewing the natives, many of whom the writer has known since child
hood.

Throughout the study particular attention was concentrated on the
form of settlement represented by this community.

It was found that

this type of settlement made possible many sooial advantages instrumental

in fostering the social solidarity and sooial cohesion found in Chauvin.
The population is not only characterised by a high peroent of
home ownership, but, since the community derives its existence from the

sea, by boat ownership as well.

Tho Catholic Church is the only churoh in Chauvin and it exerts

a tremendous influence on the homes of these people.
A peculiar characteristic is the retention of much of the French

influence.

This social heritage plus the social oontrol exercised by

the churoh have made these a delightful people* one who is able to laugh,
and work, and live.

CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTIOM

This study is a sociological analysis of the French-speaking
people in Chauvin, a line village in the Parish of Terrebonne.

The area studied, which Includes Chauvin,

Soope of the Studyt

a village in Terrebonne Parish, is approximately four miles in length
•with practically all of the houses being on the right bank of the bayou.
Here the graveled road and the electric line parallel the bayou.

There

are several scattered hones across ths bayou on the left bank and since

there are no roads or electric lines on that side it necessarily means
that traffic, commercial and private, is found on the right bank.

Those

who live on the left bank cross over in pirogues and flat boats (challons) for their mail at the post office and for their groceries at ths
general store both of which are in ths same building.
Chauvin, ths village studied, lies along the west bank of Bayou

Petit Caillou and is not incorporated.

Since praotioally all of the

west bank of the bayou is settled it was necessary that community boundary
lines be determined.

Kail is delivered from the Houna Post Office to the

residents along the bayou by rural oarrier, but the residents of Chauvin
are served by the Chauvin Post Offioe.

The Postmaster at Chauvin gave

ths writer valuable information which helped in establishing the bound
aries of this village.

Sources of the Patat

formation were utilised:

In this study the following souroes of in

1. A carefully prepared schedule (a oopy of

which is included in the appendix); 2. Personal interviews with members

of 153 families of the Chauvin Community (Having, a speaking, knowledge
of French, the writer experienced little difficulty in interviewing the
153 families.); 3. Studies of oiher communities: 4. The United States

Census Reports from 1840 to 1940 inclusive: and 5. Other material found

in the Library of the University of Louisiana.

In addition to the above

listed sources, many visits to this community have given the writer the

opportunities to observe and draw conclusions from these personal obser
vations.

Order of Presentation*

is as followsf

The order of presentation in this study

Chapter II is devoted to the discussion of the histori

cal setting and form of settlement: Chapter III is devoted to the occu
pational interests of the population; Chapter IV is an analysis of popu
lation characteristics, tables and charts are included to show age group

ings, frequency of the appearance of surnames in the community studied,

place of birth of parents and grandparents, ago and sex distribution:
Chapter V is devoted to the social status of the people of Bayou Petit

Caillou, a similarity of occupational and religious thought has served
to minimise the social distances; in Chapter VI the social institutions
are discussed, tlw lade of proper educational facilities leads to early
dropping-out of sohool and seams to place the burden of social control

on the home and the churoh; Chapter VII is devoted to a discussion of

the social processes, the neighborly spirit of a helping hand is indica
tive of the happy community spirit which prevails among the people of
this village; Chapter VIII depicts life in Chauvin, ths Blessing of the

4

Shrimp Boats is an annual affair and brings hundreds of visitors to

Chauvin* Chapter IX is the conclusion of the study, Chauvin represents

a realistio carununity, where the population is stable, speaks the same
lan^ua^e, and has similar traditions.

CHAPTER II

HISTORICAL SETTING AND FOR. OF SETTLEMENT

History of Terrebonne Pari ah»

The history of Terrebonne Parish

oan be traced back to the advent of the Spanish in North Amerioa.

The

early explorations of DeNarves and DeVaca in 1539 and 1541 long ante

dated tne influx of the French explorers.
to this land for France.

La Salle in 1682 laid claim

From this time French immigrants came to

settle in the lower regions of the territory and gradually drifted

down into what is now known as Terrebonne Pariah.

In 1699 Iberville

and Bienville established permanent settlements in old Louisiana.

year 1756 brought on fear of a British invasion.

The

The English had at

tacked the French in Canada, and were influencing the Indians against

ths French.

The French and Indian War followed.

a part of the Seven Years War in Europe.

This was, in offeot,

A treaty of peace, signed at

Faris between the Kings of France and Spain on one side and the King of
England on the other, resulted in Franoe ceding to England all of her

possessions on the east side al' the Mississippi River with the excep
tion of New Orleans and the island upon which it stands.

The King of

Franoe. on November 3, 1762. ceded to Spain all the land known as the

Territory of Louisiana.
to Franoe.

On October 1, 1800. Spain retroceded Louisiana

This treaty was the result of strong persuasion by Napoleon

who succeeded in convincing the Spanish King that Louisiana was un

profitable .to ths Spanish.^

Between the time of the session of the

^Alcee Fortier, A History of Louisiana (New York» Joyant and

Co., 1904), p. 178.

6

Territory of Louisiana to ths Spanish by the French and its return to
the French the American Colonies had fought for and won their independeisje fror. England.

Fearing that the French oontrol of the Missis

sippi River would endanger the commerce of the United States in the

west, President Jefferson caniri6sioned Robert R. Livingston, Minister
to Franoe, and Jes.es Vonroe to negotiate with Franoe for the purchase

of the Isle of Orleans and 7?eet Plorida.
To the amassment of the commissioners, Napoleon through Talley

rand offered to sell the whole of Louisiana.

Apprehensive lest this

offer be retraoted and being especially desirous of gaining oontrol of

the lower Mississippi, Livingston and Monroe signed the treaty on
May 22, 1803, thereby gaining for the United States that vast area

west of the Mississippi along with the Isle of Orleans in the east.
By an aot of the Congress of the United States adopted Maroh 26,
1804, the Territory of Orleans was organized.

effeot October 1, 1804.

This aot was to take

The Territory of Orleans consisted of that

part "which lies south of the Mississippi Territory and of an east and

west line to commence on the Mississippi River at the 33rd degree of

North Latitude and to extend west to the western boundary of said
cession.*2

Formation of Political Divisionsi

In order that th# governing

of this region be facilitated the Legislative Counoil passed an act

dividing this ana into twelve counties.

They were*

Orleans, Goman

2Annals of Congress of the United States, Eighth Congress,
First Session 1803-1805, Sections 1-16, p. 1294.

7
Coast, Acadia, La Fourche, Iberville, Point Coupee, Attakapas, Ope-

lousas, Natchitoches, Rapides, Ouachita, and Concordia.

3

The French and Spanish had established parishes with no definite
boundaries during, their administration, but these had been ecclesias
tical rather than civil.

Trwse ecclesiastical parishes were:

Orleans,

St. Bernard, St. Charles, St. John the Baptist, St. Joseph of Baton
Route, Feliciana, St. Francis of Point Coupee, Ascension, St. Martin

of the Attakapas, St. Landry of Opelousas, and Natchitoches.

4

During

those earlier days there was a dose union between the church and the
state, the former receiving, financial support of the king, and colonial

treasury.

As a result of this financial support by the king,, the

parish church was the moat important institution and the parish priest

the most important individual in their respective areas.

Both were

closer to the people than the district or post oommandant in the lower
Louisiana communities.

The ecclesiastical divisions wore used as guides

in £orming the twelve counties.

As the population graw and some of the

unused regions were peopled, other political divisions were created to

facilitate the means of governing this area.

The lower Lafourche, whose

population increased to about two thousand, was cut off and made into a

separata parish called Terrebonne, which is described as followst

"all

that tract of country lying to the westward of Bayou Lafourche, bounded

as followst

to the east from the middle of the line drawn from the

lower boundary of Charles Ballot's Plantation, to the lower side of
5Act of Legislst ive Council of the Territory of Orleans, 1804,
Chapter SK, pp. 144-152.

*R. D. Calhoun, "The Original and Early Development of CountyParish Government in Louisiana (1806-1346)," Louisiana Historical
Quarterly, Vol. 18 (1936), p. 76.

9

Bayou Boeuf, thence following a line parallel with the Bayou Lafourche
to within eighty arpents

5

of Bayou Terrebonne, from thence winding

around the settlements of the said Bayou Terrebonne, to the distance

of forty arpents from Bayou Lafourche, to be continued until a distanoe
of eighty arpents from the latter bayou can be affected without encoun

tering the limits of the lands of Bayou Terrebonne:

From thenoe still

at a distance of eighty arpents from. Bayou Lafourche, a line parallel
with said bayou to the Bayou Blue Water, following whose right bank
to the sea, terminate its eastern boundary, to the west starting from

the lower side of Bayou Boeuf to the settlements on the Atohafalaya,

and following the eastern shore of the Atchafalaya Bay to the sea,

including Marsh Island, shall fora a separata parish to be called the
Parish Terrebonne."

Chauvin, the subject of this study, is located

on Bayou Petit Caillou, eighteen miles south of Houma in Terrebonne
Parish*

Bayous in Terreboruie Parish:

Bayou Little Caillou may be said

to be a branch of Bayou Terrebonne, but not in the sense that people

usually spaak of a branch.

A branch of a river ia usually a tributary

and of course llows into ths main river*

In Terrebonne Parish bayous

often branoh out, and frequently the branches run from the main stream
instead of into it.

These branches cannot be, properly, called outlets

bThe French-speaking people in southern Louisiana still speak of
arpents. The arpent is about .85 of an wore or, if used in linear
measurement, the arpent is approximately 195 feet. Thus a native might
aay, in giving directions, "He lives about 15 arpents down the Bayou.*

®Louisiana Acta, Sth Legislature, 2nd Session, Sections I-XIII,
pp. 74-76, 1822. '

10
because they often ocour far from the mouth and often very near the

source or head of the bayou.

About three or four miles below Houma,

the Parish Seat of Terrebonne, Bayou Terrebonne divides itself.

descending right branch is called Bayou Petit Caillou.
run nearly parallel for about thirty miles.

7

The

The two streams

The strip of land between

these two streams ranges from one to three miles wide until they pass
the populated areas; there Bayou Terrebonne takes an easterly course

and the Little Caillou a southerly one, until they both reach the Gulf
g
of Mexico about fifty miles from their original place of separation.
The Parish of Terrebonne is drained by Bayou Terrebonne, Black,

Du Large, Pointe au Chien, Grand Caillou, Sale, Barre, and Petit

Caillou.

The formation is largely coastal marsh with a considerable

area of alluvial land and wooded swamp.

The land along the Gulf of

Mexico is sea marsh, subject to tidal overflow and unfit for cultiva
tion but the northern part of Terrebonne Parish rises to an elevation
of several feet and the soil is a very superior quality of alluvial
deposit.

This soil is highly cultivated.

Early Settlers;

came by water.

9

Host of the early settlers of Terrebonne Parish

Sane of them settled along the banks of the Bayou

LaFourche while others chose the banks of Bayou Terrebonne.

Encouraged

-

Translated from the French, Petit Caillou means Little Rook.

^Marguerite E. Watkins, History of Terrebonne Parish (unpublished
Master*8 thesis, Louisiana State University, 1939), p. 7.
^Alcee Fortier, Louisiana (Atlanta; Southern Historical Associa

tion, 1909), Vol. II, p. 528.

11

by the mildness of the climate and the fruitfulness of the soil, many
of the newcomers set about with vigor to clear and prepare the soil
for agriculture.

Small farms began to replace the heretofore wooded

area along the banks of the bayous.

During the winter the settlers

killed wild game both for their personal use and for the market.

The streams were a constant source of a great variety of fish.

10

This

game and fish added to the products of the small farms enabled these

pioneers to exist without too much effort.

11

The language of the oarly settlers of Terrebonne Parish was
French or rather a French patois understood only by those of their
community.

Notwithstanding their ignorance and poverty, these settlers

were amiable, law abiding, virtuous, and honest.

A suit for slander, or

an indictment for malicious mischief, or a case of bastardy was not

known or heard of onoe in ten years.

This might seem strange when it

is pointed out that sohools were unknown and not one out of fifty could
read or write.

Among the first settlers in Terrebonne were the Boudreaus and
"Shuvins,"

13

who settled on Bayou Petit Caillou.

A number of the

descendants of these pioneers reside in different parts of the parish
today end many of them have taken prominent parts in the affairs of

W. Pierce, "Historical and Statistical Collections of Loui
siana, Terrebonne,* in be Bqw'b Review (New Orleans), XI, 1861.

^W. H. Sparks, The Femoirs of Fifty Years (Philadelphlat Claxton,
Remsen, and Haffelfinger, 1870), p. 37i.
12Ibid.. p. 365.
^Apparently a mistake was made in the spelling of Chauvin in
this source. There have been no Shurins in this area, and the spelling
of the word "Chauvin" has consistently remained unchanged.

12
the parish and state.

14

In 1835 ths first public road south of Houma, Louisiana, was
constructed along Bayou Petit Caillou, which was then settled by fifty

or sixty families beginning from the plantation of Joseph Toups on the
right bank of Bayou Petit Caillou to the public bridge of the parish,
at the junction of the Grand Caillou with that of Bayou Terrebonne.

The landed proprietors were responsible for the construction and main

tenance of the public road fronting their property.15

Notwithstanding

all precautions taken in behalf of good roads, they were not always in

a satisfactory condition,
roads to become impassible.

frequent precipitation caused the dirt

16

The first public road extended prac

tically seven miles down the Bayou Petit Caillou.

Since the road had

not bean extended beyond seven miles from Houma, the people to the
south had to depend on their sail boats (luggers) for transportation.

In 1840 Louis Chauvin moved from LaFourche Parish to the Parish
of Terrebonne.

He, being a farmer, and realizing that rich oultlvat-

able alluvial soil was to be found along the bayous, moved about

eighteen miles south of Houma on Bayou Petit Caillou.
site of the present village of Chauvin.

This was the

He purchased a very large tract

^Terrebonne Parish, Biographioal and Historical Memoirs of
Louisiana (Goodspeed Publishing Co., Chicago, 1892), Vol. II, pp. 204205 .

^^Karguerite E. Watkins, History of Terrebonne Pariah (unpub
lished Master's thesis, Louisiana State University, I9&9), p. 121.
16Ibid., p. 123.
l7An interview with Mr. Louis Chauvin, Houma, Louisiana.

13

of land along, the west or right bank of Bayou Petit Caillou at the ooat
of twenty cents per arpent.

To Louis Chauvin j,oea the distinction of

being, the first to build a sugar-house in Chauvin, and to cultivate

the spgar cane*

Incidentally Mr. Chauvin also introduced the "share-

cropper'* idea here.

Chauvin.

18

In 1890 sugar cane became an important crop of

The Terrebonne Sugar Company was formed.

Since there were no

other sugar mills in the area there was no competition and the sugar
cane planters were obliged to aooept the prices at the lone company.

Type of Villaget

three miles long.

out the world.

Chauvin today is a line village approximately

Line villages, according to Smith, "are known through

Their origins seam to lie in peculiar geographic fea

tures of the landscape which combine with cultural needs and practices
in a way to place a premium upon river frontages...."

19

In laying out

the land these people used ths

same method used bv other settlers along

the bayous of South Louisiana.

This method consisted of the land bein<

laid out in long strips, the length being much greater than the width.
In some oases these land holdings are less than one fourth acre

and forty acres deep.

wide

This method of laying out the land makes a set

tlement resemble a long village street with houses continuously on one
or both sides.

The homes along Bayou Petit Caillou are a short distance

^Interview with Mr. Louis Chauvin, Ilouma, La.
19T. Lynn Smith, The Sociology of Rural Life (Sew Torkt Harper

and Bros., 1940), p. 227.
Acre here is used as a linear measure approximately 208 feet

16

TABLE I

LAI® HOLDINGS IB CHAUVIN

Area

Total
Less than ten acres
Ten acres
Twenty acres
Forty acres
Fore than forty aores

Number

136
69
23
19
16
9

Percent
100.00

43.4
16.9
14.1
11.0
6.6

16

from the main highway (the road is now covered with oyster sheila),
which is the only highway in the community, and parallels the bayou.
The garages, cow sheds, ana chicken houses are usually located to the

rear of the houses.

Behind ths outhouses one finds the cow pasture, a

setnl-marsh land unfit for cultivation.

The aleatric power line parallels

the highway and is accessible to all homes.

Thia type of settlement

offers a convenient way of attaining 3ocial advantages such as good
roads, electricity, sohool transportation at a minimum of cost, and
intimate social contacts.

The land bordering the bayou aank has the hipest elevation} as
one walks away from the bayou he finds almost too soon a marshy region
totally unfit for farming.
buys his land by floatage.

Since the bayou banks aro most valuable one
It is the prevailing custom, lor instance,

for one to buy a piece of land one aore wide, which plot may have a
depth of one half to one mile.

Size of Land Holdingsi

The large land holdings of the people oi

Chauvin have disintegrated into small homestead plots.

It was found

in making this survey that 69 (43.4%) of the land holdings consisted of
tracts of land less than 10 acres, and only nine or 6.6% was over 40

acres (see Table No. I).

It was pointed out in several instances that

even though a tract of land represented 40 acres, only a small fraction

of the tract was usable due to the swampy condition of the soil.

17

TABLE II

NUMBER OF BARS HEADS OF HOUSEHOLDS HAVE LIVED
IN PRESENT HOUSE—1941

Distribution
Total

Number
153

Percent
100.00

1-5 years
6-10 years

39
23

26.4
16.0

11-16 years
16-20 years

19
27

12.4
17.6

21-26 years
26-50 years

14
26

9.2
17.1

5

3.3

61-over years

18

Th® people here hold on to their land.

three generations on the same land.
claim, "It’a the water and air here.

One finds one, two, and

The old settlers laughingly axOnce you have tasted of the water,

and have filled your lungs with this air, you just can’t leave."

20

Of

the 153 heads of households interviewed., 136 were owners while 17 were

renters.

One hundred fifty-two were native Louisianians, and of that

number 124 were born in ward seven, the ward in which Chauvin is

situated.

Thirty were born in their present homes.

of the state of Louisiana; this person is a Canadian.

One was born out
In the study it

waB found that 26 heads of households have lived in the same house

from 26 to 50 years, five had lived in the same house for the past 51

years or over.

By Table No. II it can be seen that almost half of the

people, 47.2 per cent, have lived in their present houses for more than

15 years.
These people make their living by the sea, and as long as the
sea remains, tnon they, too, shall remain.

An interview with Krs. Albert Chauvin, Chauvin, Louisiana

CHAPTER III

OCCUPATIONS

There are five stares on the bayou in Chauvin.
small and cater to the surrounding homes.

needs for groceries.

They satisfy the immediate

The large store on the bayou is owned and operated

by the Chauvin Brothers.

or "factory."

Four of them are

It is run in connection with the packing plant

At Chauvin’s one may purchase "anything from Diesel

engines to Diapers."

Siikse Chauvin is the shrimp, crab, and oyster community in Terre
bonne Parish, one can readily understand the necessity of stocking up on

gasoline, Diosel fuel, trawling nets, tar, paint, groceries, Diesel and
gas engines and their necessary parts, propellers, marine lamps, com
passes, rope, twine, coug^i medicine, Black Draught, oil skin suits, long
underwear, chewing gum, hair tonic and other commonplaoe articles.

Sven though Chauvin Brothers' sell dresses and shoes, when one

wants "nice" things he goes to Houma eighteen miles away—or even to New
Orleans, which is about seventy-five miles from Chauvin.

Sears Roebuck and Company and Montgomery ftard end Company receive

their share of the trade.

This becomes apparent when one sees the Silver-

tone and the Airline radios together with the Coldspot refrigerators in

the homes.
As has been said, Chauvin is nonpareil in the fishing industry—

with the exception of a few hundred acres in sugar cane, oorn and

potatoes, the entire community derives its sustenance from the Gulf of
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TABLE III

BIRTHPLACES OF HEADS OF HOUSEHOLDS IN CHAUVIN—1941

Percent

Number

Distribution

Total

153

100.00

Bom in U.S.A*

152

99.40

1

.60

Alien

TABLE IV
BIRTHPLACES <JF FATHERS AND FATHERS-IN-LAW
OF HEALS Of HOUSEHOLDS

Distribution

Number
(of those bom in U.S.A.)

Percent

Total

152

100.00

Born in Louisiana

152

100.00

Bom in Terrebonne Perish

144

94.7

8

5.3

124

81.6

30

19.7

Bora in Other Parishes
Bom in Chauvin

Born in Present Home
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Of the 153 head* of households interviewed, 86 (56.7 per cent)

Mexico.

were shrimpers, four (2.7 per cent) were oystermen, 11 (7.2 per cent)
were trappers, 10 (6.5 per cent) worked at the faotory as canners and

processors.

There were eight (5.1 per cent) farmers.

The packing plant or "factory" as it is called here, is excel

lently prepared to handle sea food.

Everything is under the close super

vision of the State Board of Health, and cleanliness here is next to

GodlinessI
It is an interesting fact that the first oyster shop was opened

in 1892.

This was a small enterprise.

The oysters were supplied by
There was no great market, and

luggers, and shuckers were not so many.

Chauvin had not learned how to compete with such places as Baltimore,
Maryland, where trade in such merchandise was firmly established.

In

*
1941, just forty-nine years since the first shop was opened, one finds

a canning plant where two hundred people may be seen at work.

oyster department, the shuckers are men.
requires strength and speed.
of shucked oysters.

In the

This is rather hard work and

The men are paid according to the volume

The plant at Chauvin noN gives employment to prac

tically every family in the community.

i'any are women and young girls

over sixteen years of age busy at "peeling" shrimp and crabs.

Others

are filling sterilised cans with boiled shrimps and crabs. These cans
o
move on an endless conveyer. The contents of eaoh oan are carefully

weighed as they pass by on their way to the oanner.

heavy work of canning and processing.

Hero men do the

From the processor the cans go

to the labeling room, thence to the packing room.
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TABLE XI

OCCUPATIONS IN CHAUVIN—1941

Type

Total

Number

Per oent

153

100.00

Shrimping

86

56.7

Trapping

11

7.2

Factory

10

6.5

Farming,

8

5.1

Oysters

4

2.7

27

17.2

Retired

6

3.9

Relief

1

.7

Other occupations: Merchants,
boat builders, boat repair
ers, and marine engineers
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TABLE XII
OCCUPATIONS FOLLOW ED BY FATHERS OF Hi. ADS
OF HOUSEHOLDS IN CHAUVIN

Occupation
Total

Number

153

Farms r
Trapper
Fisher
Other types
Unknown

73
3
51
20
6

Per cent
100.00

47.7
1.9
33.3
13.2
3.9

TABLE XIII

OCCUPATIONS FOLLOWED BY FATHi RS-IN-LAW OF
HEADS OF HOUSEHOLDS IN CHAUVIN

Occupation
Total
Fanner
Trapper
Fisher
Other types
Unknown

Number

153
58
1
59
27
8

Per oent
100.00
37.0
.7
38.5
17.7
5.2
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Peeling •hrimp and crabs requires nimble fingers, hence the

They can, and do, surpass their male companions.

presence of women.

Each worker is paid not by the hour, but by the

This is piece work.
amount of work done.

The "peeler” throws ths peeled shrimp into a

trough where it is carried to the oanners.
or "peelB."

Ths worker retains the hulls

These hulls are measured and the worker is paid acocrding

to the amount at urork done.

In the case of the crabs she is paid by

the pound of meat removed from the shell.

Looking over the average

day one finds that about 13,000 pounds of orabs are handled.

This

goes on five days every week during the spring, aussner and early fall.
Those who oatoh the crabs are paid approximately two dollars per

huixired pounds for the arabs.
to four hunrirad crabs per day.
where,they are sold.

It is not unusual for one to oatoh three
These orabs are taken to the factory

Then the man who sold the orabs to the faotory

may be employed together with his family in picking the flesh from the
orabs.

The average picker oan pick between fifteen and twenty pounds of

crab meat a day.

Me is paid five cents per pound.

After the crab season, comes that of the shrimp.

was taken as an average year.

The year 1940

During that year 76,000 oases of shrimp

were shipped.

During ths same year 10,000 pounds of headless shrimp

were shipped.

The fishermen were paid on an average of nine dollars

per barrel for headless shrimp that ptar.

Incidentally, use has been found for the shrimp hulls or "peels.”
By chemical analysis shrimp hulls that have been dried and converted

into "dust" have been found to contain a very high per cent of protein
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and nitrogen.

dust were sold.

During the above mentioned year 300,000 pounds of ahrimp

This "dust" is used in chicken feed, fertiliser, and

DuPont uses it in the manufacture of explosives!
As the cowboy on the western plains needs his horse, so does
the native of Chauvin need his boat.

products of the sea.

With this boat he gathers his

Then from the sea he goes to the factory with

his catch.

These boats, of which there are approximately two hundred on

Bayou Little Caillou, range in size from thirty-five to fifty feet.
The average value per boat is |2,S00.

Dus to the ooat of gasoline the

owners of these boats are shifting to Diesel motors.

A reoent survey

shows that about one fourth of the boats are now equipped with Diesels.
Not only do the Chauvins oan shrimp for themselves under their

several different brands, but they also can for many other concerns.
It was found that shrimp caught in these waters and canned here at

Chauvin bore the labels of concerns as far west as San Francisco,

California, and as far east as aanonester. New Hampshire.

are attractive and have an excellent sales appeal.
these labels are included in this thesis.

The labels

Soveral samples of

Apparently shrimp from

Chauvin can be purchased anywhere in the United States.

Another interesting phase of the shrimp industry is the prepara
tion of sun dried shrimp.

"Lee Yim, a Chinese, is credited with being

the father of the shrimp drying industry in Louisiana.

Native of a

country where dried shrimp is considered a delicacy, it was natural for

Lee to start a shrimp business of his own.

ethers soon followed his

Qx'1 THA LAKY SHnl^iP juOAxb 0i< Tru£ bAYuU
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TABLE XIV

LIST OF NAMES OF TH'. BOATS AT CHAUVIN

Alma
Julia M.
Elsie P.
Iva
Lucille
Barbara Ann
Fannie S. L.
Oneita P.
Alice
Leola
Libby
Gertie
Arusella
al vine
Elfle
Aline
Aline C.
Lucy
Magnolia
Flossie
Florence
Eula
Edna
Leona
Leona B.
Valle
Ruth
Mabel
Young Sarah
Willie Mae
Tootsie
Drina
Beulah
Little Kate
Alberta
Ora
Joyce

Dorothy
k amim
Kao West
Geola
L. J. A.«
G. R« C.
C. L.
E. F. F.
L. W ♦ D •
0. J# La
La Ra Ca
Ga A* Ca
J. J. p.
Ja Aa Pa
La P. C.
Ra La Ca
Ja La C a
Ma Na La
La Da Da
R. J. P.
E. La
St. Rita
St. Ann
St. Agnes
Two Brothers
Three urothors
Sunshine
Earline
Sparrow
Mash
Jim
Murphy
Percy
Brown
Sy1vest
Evinse
Three Sisters

Roland
Allen
Young Eddie
Richard
Sewanne
Siberia
New Mexico
Italy
Raleigh
Bridgeport
Houston
Elto
Love Land
Uncle Sam
Lindbergh
Spudwell
Easy Rock
Night Hawk
Sea.Rook
Sea Rush
Sea Hawk
Alarm
Bright Star
Fox
Admiral
I Am Alone
Main
All Night Long
Dixie
Metsonia
Tarpon
Ideal
Token
Rusaell
Elgin
Naboo
Sea King

LALKL.8 U&uD Ua SHRXrtP OAHi^D at CHAUVIN
FOR OTIihil PAGANS AND D13THIDUTKR8
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example, and it -was not long before the industry had grown to large

proport!one
The shrimp after being taken in from tie Gulf are boilod for
twenty minutes in brine.
form to dry in the sun.

They are then spread evenly on a level plat
They are frequently turned so that after

several cays they become as hard as rock.

job of "tramping."

Then comes the picturesque

The shrimp are in a thin layer on tho floor and men

and women wearing, stout shoes form a line and tramp over them.

This

tramping goes on until the shrimp are clean—that is, until the shells
have been completely removed from tho hardened moat*

The shrimp are

then cleaned by blowing the shells away, and are packed in sacks and

barrels fcr shipment.

Shrimp so treated last indefinitely, and are

sent chiefly to tho Orient.

However, since China and Japan are at war,

the market has been practically at a standstill.

Business competition in thin community is practically nil.

The

four small stores satisfy their respective neighbors, and the general

store, being ths only department store in the community, takes care
of the needs of the boatmen.

working men ana women are friendly and

are paid practically the same wages.

There is no specialization here.

Of course, us has been said, all follow the sea.

One finds here and

there occasionally a nativo who is also a boat builder, who is willing

to build boats as a side line.

Generally a shady spot in the yard is chosen for the construotion
-----------------------xDo You Know Louisiana, State Department of Commerce and Industry,
p. 188.
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DRYING the shri&p in the sun
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of the boat and the final launching, of the voBsel is merely a tatter
of putting tlie boat on rollers and pushing, it to and into the bayou.
Chauvin does not have any considerable amount of agricultural

labor.

Eight small farms exist on the bayou,

and potatoes are produced.

here sugar oane, corn,

The cane is trucked to the sugar mill at

Montegut, a neighboring community.

The potatoes are sold in Houma, and

the com is generally aonsumed on the bayou—certainly garden patches
are to be seen practically everywhere in the community.
bles are grown for home consumption solely.

These vegeta
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TABLE XV

GROWTH AND DECLINE IN POPULATION IN
TERREBONNE PARISH—1840-1940

Year

White

Negro

Total

1840
1860
1860

2,072 (47%)
3,305 (49%)
5,234 (43%)

2,338 (63%)
2,419 (51%)
6,857 (67%)

4,410
6,724
12,091

1870
1880
1890

6,080 (49%)
8,613 (48%)
10,412 (51%)

6,172 (51%)
9,111 (52%)
9,699 (49%)

12,262
17,724
20,111

1900
1910
1920

14,142 (67%)
16,981 (60%)
17,369 (67%)

10,312 (43%)
11,194 (40%)
8,742 (33%)

24,462
28,175
26,111

1930
1940

20,346 (71%)
27,057 (76%)

8,349 (29%)
8,823 (24%)

28,694
35,880

CHAPTER IV

POPULATION CHARACTERISTICS

Mobilityt

One of the most significant features of the popula

tion of Chauvin is its high degree of imn.obility with very little foreiyi

infiltration.

In this conneotion Table No. Ill shows the places of birth

of the heads of households residing in the Chauvin community.

Of the 153

heads of households interviewed 152 (99.4%) were born in the State of
Louisiana.

It is significant that of this number 144 (94.7%) were born

in Terrebonne Parish.

The nearby parishes of Lafourche and St. teary

contributed eight heads (5.3%) to the population of Chauvin.

Of the

entire number of heads of households interviewed 124 (81.6%) were born

in the village of Chauvin and 30 (19.7%) were born in their present

homes.

For the purpose of comparison, data were secured relative to

places of birth of the fathers and of the fathers-in-law of the heads
of households. Table IV, relative to the fathers and fathers-in-law,
shows that out of 305, 300 (98.4%) were American born.
were aliens.

Five (1.6%)

Of those who were born in America 299 (91.7%) were born

in the Parish of Terrebonne while 216 (73.0%) of all American born were
bom in Chauvin.

These data definitely show lack of territorial mobility

not only in the case of the heads of households but in that of the fathers
and fathers-in-law of the heads of households.

In the case of the alien

births of the fathers and fathers-in-law, five (1.6%) is considerably

more than in the case of the heads of households, whoso alien births
anount to 1 (.6%)

41
Age Dis trib utiont

Whether approached from a social or an eco

nomic standpoint, the a^e and sex composition of a population are
characteristics of a major importance.

For comparative purposes, data

are presented of the age distributions for the population of Chauvin
(Table XVI), of Terrebonne Parish (Table XVII), and of the State of

Louisiana (Table XVIII).

In Chauvin 98 (13.3%) of the population are

under five years of age, while Terrebonne Parish had 12.6 per oeot and

Louisiana had 9.8 per cent.

Only 26 or 3.6 per cent of the population

of Chauvin were over 66 years of age.

In the Parish of Terrebonne in

this age group there were 1,601 (4.4%), and for the State of Louisiana
this nwnber was 119,003 (6.1%).

There is no evidence of depopulation in the younger age groups

in Chauvin for praotioally one half of the population comprises the 6-24
age group.

In this group there were 365 (46.2%).

By plotting the ago

groupir^,s on the vertical scale and the percentage of the entire popu
lation that is found in the respective age groups on the horitontal
scale (males on the left and females on the right side of the ohart)

one is able to create an age and sox pyramid for the entire population.
This resulting pyramid is an easily road devioe which very simply and
clearly pictures the essential characteristics of the age make-up.In

this respect Figure II showing the age and sex pyramid for the popula
tion of Chauvin was constructed.

This pyramid reveals a largo proportion

^T. Lynn Smith, "The Population of Louisianai Its Composition and
Changes," Louisian- bulletin No. 293, Louisiana Agricultural Experiment
Station (Baton Rouge, 1937), pp. 28-29.
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TABLE XVI
AGE DISTRIBUTION Oh1 THE POPULATION OF
LOUISIANA, 1940

Total
Number

Per cent

Total

2,363,800

100.00

Under 5
5-24
25-64
65 A over

230,627
928,606
1,085,644
119,003

9.8
39.2
45.9
5.1

TABLE XVII

AGS DISTRIBUTION OF THE POPULATION OF
TERREBONNE RAKISH, 1S40

Total
Number

Per cent

Total

35,880

100.00

Under 5
5-24
26—64
65 A over

4,503
15,644
14,132
1,601

12.6
43.6
39.4
4.4

TABLE XVIII

AGE DISTRIBUTION OF THE POPULATION OF
CHAUVIN, 1941

Total
Number

Per cent

Total

741

100.00

Under 5
5-24
25-64
65 A over

98
355
262
26

13.3
46.3
36.8
3.6
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of children in the age grouping 0-4.

This indicates no decrease in

the birthrate and no danger cf depopulation.

Evidently this is due to

the strong Cetholic indoctrination against birth control, and is de
finitely characteristic of a rural oom;, unity.

Smith says that the rural

population has low percentages of its population in the ages 15-45, i.e.,
the "productive" years of life and this necessarily throws the burden

of protecting and supportir^, the dependents, i.e., the very young and
the very old, upon the age group 15-46.

In Chauvin only six (3.9%)

of the heads of households have retired; one (.7%) is on relief and
the youths drop out of school far the purpose of working at. sea.

An important characteristic of any society

Sex Distribution!

is the relative number oi males and of females in the make-up of its
population.

The proportions of the saxes in the composition ol' a popu

lation have an important bearing, upon its marriage rate, birth rate,
and death rate.

They also afl'eot, in no small degree, all of the other

of its social processes.

Table XIX shows r.ale population 387 (52.2%)

as compared to the female population of 354 (47.8%).

5-24, 21.S per cent were females.

In the age group

This ratio is indicative of the rural

status of this community.

Educational Attainment:

A reading and writing knowledge of the

English language, while not absolutely neoessary to earning, a living,,
is certainly a basic tool to a broader understanding of social living
in the United States.

^T. Lynn Smith

During an interview with Mr. L-—, who owned

, The Sociology of Rural Life (Mow York i Harper
and Bros., 1940), p. 72.
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table; xix

AGS .MID SEI DISTRIBUTION— CHAUVIN—1941

Number

Total

Per cent

741

100.00
liale

Age group

Per ale

Under 5

98

7.2

6.1

13.3

5-24

355

24.4

21.8

46.3

26-64

262

18.8

18.0

36.8

26

1.8

1.8

3.6

65—over
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five Diesel-powered boats and a very nice home, tho writer asked hhn
about his schooling end he replied in very poor English, "I go to de

firs' grade, cais, I didn’t learn nuttinl"

Two tabulations were made

to shoa the educational status of the heads of households.

Table iX

shows the educational attainments for the females und Table XXI shows

thB educational attainments for the males.

A& pointed out in Chapter

VII on social institutions the people in Chauvin have never had proper
educational advantages.

Apparently this aooounts for the faot that of

a total of 148 fathers in the community three (2.03%) campleted high
school in Houma, while 33 (23.3%) had never gone to school at all.

the caso of the mothers the situation is practically the same.

In

There

were 32 mothers out of 150 interviewed who had not been to sahool.

This was 21.3 per oent.

Of all the mothers five had completed high

sohool or a total of 3.3 per cent.

Chart III shows olearly the educa

tional status of all the parents in Chauvin.

For comparative purposes,

the non-farm rural population (14,656) of Terrebonne Parish for 1340 was
analysed.

It was found that in the age group 25 years and over l,bl6

or 11 per oent had never gone to school, while 184 or .13 per cent had

completed high sohool.

Sumaryi

In summarising the data on the population characteristics

of Chauvin one finds the population is typically rural, and, in the main,

made up almost wholly of persons whose parents were Louisianians.

There

is practically no territorial mobility and evidence indicates no danger

of depopulation.
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table xx
.EDUCATION OF PnRbNTS—CHXUVIH—1*41
PEKALE

Grade
Total

0
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11

Number

150
32
4
9
9
13
14
31
18
9
4
4
6

Per sent
100.00

21.3
2.7
6.0
6.0
8.6
9.3
20.7
10.7
6.0
2.7
2.7
3.2
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TABU? XXI

RDTjCATION Or P. Rli-TS—CHAUVIN—1041

VALE

Grade

Total

0
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11

Number

148
33
10
14
15
20
12
10
18
7
4
2
3

Par cent
100.00

22.2
6.8
9.4
10.1
13.5
8.1
6.8
12.2
4.7
2.7
1.4
2.1

CHAPTER V

SOCIAL STATUS

Thera are no Negroes in Chauvin proper, but on that borderline
which lies between Chauvin and Hoi«-.a sane Negroes are to be found.

This is an area in which sugar cane is grown and in which, too, there

is a sugar mill.

These Negroes live in the nucleated type of settle

ment so characteristic of the sugar cane plantation.
The people at Chauvin on Bayou Petit Caillou are Creoles and
Cajuns.1

P^h says of the Creoles,

"The Creoles constituted a happy

community! their wants were few—there was but a small number of slaves.
There were no aristoorats of either sex.

They wore polite snd wore noted

for their disposition to oblige and were the best neighbors."

2

"Fran

17b5 to 1765, the population of Louisiana was increased by the migration
of the exiled Acadians, who had been torn from their banes in Acadia,

and sought that land over which floated the lllied banner of Franco.
To achieve this purpose they overcame many difficultiesj traveled over

land more than 1000 miles through a wilderness until they reached the
Tennessee River, where they hastily constructed boats and embarked,

passing from the Tennessee to the Mississippi and down to the Plaquemines

^■Tha French speaking natives of Nova Scotia, who wandered into the
bayou region of couth Louisiana after having been deported from their
native land, are familiarly known as Cajuns.

W. Pugh,"Bayou Lafourche from 1820-26, Its Inhabitants,
Customs, and Pursuits," The Louisiana Planter and Sugar Manufacturer
(New Orleans, September 29, 1888), p. 14 i.
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Bayou, where thay ware met by friends and kindness."®
They are » happy people heraj ttey want to work and having worked,
they want to play.

They want to bo good neighbors and to share their

good fortunes with others.

There is no sign of anobbishnass.

sure there are a few who "toil not, neither do they spin."

easy here because Nature has Loen kind.

To be

Life is

It does not require much of

an effort to live, and even those who "aint got nothing and don’t want

nothing" manage to exist.

It goes without saying that the rura] population pyramid is mu oh

lesB stratified than that of the urban one.
cultural, is strictly a rural community.

Chauvin, thcu^i not agri

The greatest percentage of

the population is employed by the canning factory and there Is no great
distance between the highest and lowest.

This is true socially, eco

nomically, and occupationally.

This lack of social distance doos not apply when one mentions
the Sabinas who live on the outskirts of Chauvin.
These Sabines are considered locally as a hybrid of three races,
i.e., Indians, Negroes, and Whites, with the three racial elements
predominating in the order named.
Rejected by the iVhite society and unwilling to fraternise with
the Negroes, the Sabines stand aloof—an endogenous group suspended
so to speak between two sooial worlds reflecting in their lives the
tragedy of a people doomed to racial isolation. But if the Sabines
are hedged between two sooial milieux, their culture, bo far as
language Is concerned, is oertainly rooted with that of the French.
Of a total of sixty-nine families Interviewed, exactly one hundred
peroent used the French language by preference; and of these thirtytwo (forty-nine percent) spokB French exclusively.

------------------------QAloee Fortier, Louisiana (Atlantai Southern Historical Associa
tion, 1909), Vol. II, ppi 44-46?
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Yet in name8 and in their ethnic white strains they are not by
any means exclusively French. Elements of Spanish, Oennan, Irish,
and imglid'. blood, as well as French, flow in their veins. Such
naineB as Rodrigues, Tro solair, Frederick, Fitch, Wilson, Smith,
Robinson, and Dean are popular. In religion as well as in language
composition, the French culture predominates, as Catholicism is the
one dominant creedal belief of these Sabines.^
Prior to the year 1917, the racial status of the Sabines had been

a moot one, but during this year the Sabines entered suit against ths

Terrebonne Parish Sohool Board for failing to allow their children to
enter white schools.

"This was the case of H. L. Billiot as plaintiff

vs. the Terrebonne Parish Sohool board as defeniant, number 7,876 of
the dooket of the then Twentieth Judicial Distriot Court of the State
of Louisiana.

When a judgment was rendered in favor of the board, the

case was promptly appealed.

The judgment of the lower court was af

firmed by the Supreme Court of Louisiana on AprLl 29, 1918> in oase
number 22, 567 of higher court docket.""
The humiliation of this social isolation is expressed by Thad

St. **ortin in »adaia Toussaint1 s Wedding Day t
As Nana missed Caroline by incnes she inquired insultingly,
"Where are your books this morning?" Caroline ignored the insult.
"You know you cannot go to school without your booksl" To Caro
lina it seemed she would never hear the end of this humiliation.
It really was making her bra ten, having to face the folk on the
cheniere. And Nana was the worst of ail. Some day she would kill
her. Caroline and her fecnily had moved to the city the year before,
the children had been refused admittance to the white school, and
it had been proven la court that they were of mixed blood. It had
been hard indeed to return to the cheniere after that, but it was
the one place they could earn a livelihood. And Nana always asked
Carolina if she were on her way to the sohool, not that she ever
had been to school herself.

*T. Lynn Smith and Vernon J. Parenton, "Acculturation among the
Louisiana French," ^crloan Journal of SooioloKV. XLIV (November, 1938),
362-363.
&Henry L. Bourgeois, Four Decades of Publio Education in Terrebonna Parish (unpublished Master*s thesis, Louisiana state University-,
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TABLE XXII

DISTRIBUTION 01 THE SABINES IN TERREBONNE ItfRISH

Chauvin

Faaiilies

Children

3
-7
120
—
556
9

5
—
19
420
—
181
20

4
54

12
173

Q t5

CO

-3

CT

M N H

Ward

Sduoableo
6
12
263
-104
10
——
9
124
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"And her# is M’sieur ’Ton-Ton,’" Nan mookingly greeted him.
You are so dressed up you might take the little Sabine to school.
Mind you, the white school." And she pointed a finger over her
shoulder at Caroline.”
Tlie Sabine does not claim to be white but neither does he desire

Father Charles Be aural s, the Catholic Priest,

to be called a Negro.

has taken an interest in the Sabine, and Is making an honest effort to

help t ese poor unfortunates.

He differs with Superintendent Bourgeois,

who says that the Sabine will not go to school unless it be a white

school.
Chien.

Father Beauvais has a snail Catholic school started on 3ayou

After considerable persuasion by the Father Beauvais, the Terre

bonne Parish School Board has finally given a small mount of aid to
this project, and the Sabine is proving that he wants to learn to read

and write.

It is a peculiar characteristic of these Sabines that they have
no inclination toward the shrimp industry.

They will hunt and trap in

the marshes, but as the season is short-lived, it necessarily means

they will loaf the greater part of the y» ar.
During ths first World War when fur prices were more than doubled.

the Sabines were rich.
sad other luxuries.

They splurged, and bought fancy clothes, oars

When ths war was over and the depression followed
«

the cars disappeared as did the other articles of luxury.

The Sabino

want back to his old way of life—hovels, pirogues and traps.

The Sabines do not have the bare necessities of life.

Gregoir,

a Sabine visited by the author, lived in a shack several miles below

6l’had St* artin, Madame Toussaint’s Wedding Day (Little Brown,
and Company, Boston, 1936), pp. 91-92.
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Miles from a sohool, no chance for social activities, his

Chauvin.

children were growing up in the purest farm of ignorance.

His house,

situated in the marsh, presented a picture of absolute, dejeoted
atrophy of human society.

The oldest son, about eleven years old, had never seen or heard
a radio.

He could not tell his age—-in fact he was not very loquacious

until a nickle clinched friendship with the interviewers and speeoh

came—in French, of course.

his shirt.

The father was barefooted and was without

His undershirt was crudely made of a flour sack.

knitting a oast-net.

He was

This net, to be sold, was really a work of art.

The author noticed Catholic medals at the throats of each

Gregoir, so the conversation drifted to their religion.

Tec, all were

Catholic, and went by boat up Bayou Little Caillou to the Church at
Chauvin.

All seemed to use the expression, "KaiB oui," (But yee).

Whatever has been said, and whatever may be said, about the
Sabine, this much is trust

he appreciates the fact that he has a

friend in Father Beauvais, and his churchj the Catholio Churoh offess
him strength and courage to make the most of his social position

A bABlftJK KAlTTIhG A CAi3T-MifiT

k SAblwK HUY -

NOTICE THE CHUDE TGY
WITH WHICH HE AMUSES H1M3EU’
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TWO Qt&lML CluUKUK.
TLUfi lit,!
IK THE BACLOaCUSO IS HAHD-^Wa

TWO UUASlAfU UT.-Ta UMimSlTY
OOC10LOU18T8 (iULKKLi AW)
A 0A8T.NKT kAL>£ LT A SAbIWC

CHAPTER VI

SOCIAL INSTITUTIONS

The problans which confronted the early leaders in education in

Terrebonne Pariah were enough to discourage the bravest.

communities in the parish were far apart and scattered.

The se small
The roads were

terrible and during the winter months became little better than bog
holes.

For awhile transportation to the several schools by boat was

attempted.

The writer remembers seeing children carrying their "smoke**

with them.

These contraptions were in the order of a smudge pot.

It

was a dire necessity, far the mosquitoes were savages to these poor

youngsters.
There was the added difficulty of teaching French children with

English text books and English-speaking teachers.

The school buildings were inadequatej Superintendent W. P. Tucker
said in his report to the school board in 1906i

"Host of the country

school buildings were found unsuitable for sohool purposes, the credit

able exceptions being Montegut, Bourg, Berthlotte, Sampson, Chacahoula,
and Gibson.

But whatever the conditions of these school houses may be,

good or bad, their being there at all is due solely to the good sur
rounding themI

On October 10, 1918, the seventh ward, in whioh is located
%

^Minutes of Terrebonne Parish School Board Meeting Held July 3,

1905.
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Chauvin, voted a ten thousand dollar bond issue for their schools.
This was to run for a period of fifteen years.

The vote was as fol

lows i
For

52 in numbers

111,280 in value

47 in numbers

10,920 in value

Against

2

"The Bohools of the communities all reflected the local car

penter's art and planning.
and unpainted.

They were crude, stark, often left uncalled

None were properly heated.

Windows wore placed more or

less at random with blackboards between them, compelling the pupils to
face tte light and glare.

The 'desks were homo made tables and

benches."The present school building at Chauvin Is valued at |9,100,

equipment at |1,292, and site at |500."^

There are over three hundred children attending the school at
Chauvin, and the eight teachers teach through ths ninth grade.
the children are white.

All of

The Supreme Court having upheld the Terrebonne

Parish School board's contention that the Sabinos were not white,
further trouble in that direction was eliminated.
The Terrebonne Parish School Board, in an attempt to be fair to

ths Sabines, rented a oonfortable building for them at Dulac> a competent

teacher was employed, and a transfer operated.

Forty ohildren enrolled.

^Minutes of School Board, Terrebonne Parish, Held on October 13,

1916.
®H. L. Bourgeois, Fotr Decades of Education In Terrebonne Parish
(unpublished Master’s thesis, Louisiana State UniversTty, 1938), p. 41.

^Records of Terrebonne Parish School Board.
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Since no whit® ahild had enrolled, by th® fourth day not on® "Indian"

reported.

The school waa closed.

This is brought out her® to giv®

point to the reasons for th® llliteraoy of the Sabin®.
be white--and he won’t be black.

H® Just can’t

He is not permitted to enter th®

white school and won’t accept the privileges offered by the Negro

school.
Consolidation has vitalised the work of the rural schools and

materially affected the communities.

It he a encouraged a better school

attendance ano has eliminated tardiness.

The child’s world is no longer

limited to two or three miles of road below and above his ham®.

With a

central high school in Houxna children who live forty milec away from
each other are thrown in daily contact.

This has mad® for a spirit of

solidarity in the people of the parish, and has converted Terrebonne

5

Parish, th® largest subdivision in Louisiana, into one community.

That may b® Superintendent Bourgeois' opinion but there ar®
others who have studied the schools of Terrebonne Parish who question

his opinion as expressed in the above paragraph.

Of the Terrebonne

g
High School of Houma, Smith

says that the Terrebonne High School can

make little pretense of serving as community center for Terrebonne
Parish.

Only 16.1 per cent of the rural students reported their parents

^H. L. Bourgeois, Four Deoades of Education in Terrebonne Parish
(unpublished Master's thesis, Louisiana State University, 1938J, p. 6<.

®M. B. Smith, A Sooiologic al Analysis of Rural Education in
Louisiana (unpublished Ph.D. dissertation. Dept, of Sociology, Louisisuia
Stat® University, 1937), Chapter VI.
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had visited t'ne school this year.

Those living as far as twenty miles

must catch the bus about daylight ana on the return trip they probably

reach home after dark:.

The rural ohildren have no plaoe to to during

the noon hour, so many of them walk up and down the town streets.

The people of Chauvin oertainly do not agree with Superintend

ent Bourgeois.

They want a high school in Chauvin.

They feel that

their ohildren deserve a high school just as do those of Howa.

one native puts it, "We have nine grades in our sohool.

As

Our teachers

teach general soience and biology with no laboratory equipment.

Houma

has athletic fields, traak, well equipped library. Home Sconomic Depart
ment all gleaming and white—we don’t have a teat tube.

seem fair.

That does not

God gave us our minerals and other natural resources.

He

meant tie benefits for eveiy one, whether he be in Houma or Cocodrie."

Another says, "My daughter does not want to go to school since she must
go to Houma.

I can’t give her the nice clothes to equal the town girls’

and I can’t afford permanent waves."

And still another reports, "ky

son, as would many others, would have finished high school, had we had
one here.

As it is he is working at the factory after having finished

the ninth grade."
The school at Chauvin, known as the Laoache school, is over
crowded and needs repair.

"Lacache school has an enrollment of three

hundred and thirty-two, and is not approved by the Louisiana State De-

parte.ent of Education."

y

-------------- ----------'Louisiana School Directory, Issued by John E. Coxe, State
Superintendent of Education, Session 1941-42, Bulletin No. 471, p. 29.
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Th* parents in Chauvin realise that they have not had proper
educational opportunities.

It was found that 21.9 per oent of the

parents (both sexes included) had never attended school.
cent of the parents had graduated from high school.

Only 2.6 per

No one wonders

that such bitterness on their part should exist.
The most influential organisation of sooial control in the com

munity is the family.

This group exhibits the greatest degree of

cohesion and solidarity because of the many effective and vital ties with
which it is so tightly bound.

It is not very unusual for one to find

three generations residing in the seme house.

This merely helps to

draw the ties a little tighter and grandma or grandpa has her or his
hand in the control of the ohildren.

Something here tends to oreate a

fooling of respeot for the elders.

The older generation is striving to aoclliaato itself to the "now
fanglod contraptions."
the kitchen window.

Years ago grandma used to wash the dishes at

"Tablette a chaudlores" they were called.

were dish shelves built outside the kitohon windows.

These

It was possible

to keep abreast oi* all that went on up and down the bayou without in

terrupting the orderly sequence of dishwashing sued meal preparation.
Onions and potatoes were peeled to the aooompaniment of the details of

the latest birth or death on the bayou.

Possibly, too, the latest

amours of the Bayou Belle were tossed from houae to house.

It was

educational as well as interesting to discuss all of this while going

through the laborious procedure of pot cleaning.
grapevine par excellenoet

This was the Bayou

Screened windows and kitchen sinks with hot

and cold running water have caused ihe kitchen work to become a private

affair.

Of the one hundred and fifty-three homes visited, all had glass

windows, one hundred and forty-two had screened windows, and Ilfteen had
screened porches (Table XXIII).

The electric line, the mail, the daily paper (Timos Picayune),
the n.any peddlers, and the gravel road are all available daily.

Here

they are av.-ay from the tidal waves brought on by tropical hurricanes so
prevalent on the Gulf of Kexioo.

Of the one hundred and fifty-three heads of households inter

viewed, 84 (64.9 per oent) had electric lights, 42 (27.5 per oent) washii£ machines, 41 (26.8 per cant) had bathrooms and running water, 97
(63.3 per cent) had electric refrigerators.

There were 77 (50.3 per

cent) with radios, three (1.9 per cent) with phonographs and one (.7 per

oent) with a piano.

Thirty-nine (25.5 per cent) subscribed for the

daily paper and 33 (21.5 per cent) subscribed for the weekly.
At one time gasoline stoves were very popular, but experience
taught the people on the bayou that these were dangerous.

gasoline stoves are used.

Now no

One home boasted of a wood stove, one

hundred and twenty-four had kerosene stoves while twenty-eight were

using butane gas.

This butans is relatively a new thing here and is

proving to be very popular.
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TABLE XXIII

CONVENIENCES IN CHAUVIN—1941

Typ«

Number

Per cent

Total

153

100.00

Cistern*
Screened windows
Glass window*
Oil stoves
Sowing, machines
Electrioity
Radios
Washing machines
Bathrooms
Running water
Daily papers
Weekly paper*
Butane gas
Electric refrigerators
Screened porches
Ice boxes
Coolers
Telephone*
Phonograph*
Wood stores
Pianos

153
153
142
124
97
84
77
42
41
41
39
33
28
20
15
13
10
6
3
1
1

100.00
100.00
92.8
81.8
63.3
54.9
50-5
27.5
26.8
26.8
25.6
21.5
18.3
13.0
9.8
8.5
6.6
3.9
1.9
.6
.6
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Tabu xxiv
AUTCSWBIIZS IK CLAUVIX—1941

Type
Total

Ford
Pontiac
Chevrolet
Plymouth
Oldsmobile
Lafayette
Hud son
Dodge
Truok

Number

Per cent

35

100.00

9
8
6
3
2
1
1
1
2

27.2
24.2
18.2
9.2
6.1
3.0
3.0
3.0
6.1

72
The grandparents have also seen the old fireplace vanish.

miss their place "devant le foyer” (before the fireplace).

The supply

of wood as fuel has about been depleted and one must use coal.
proving to be rather expensive.

They

This is

The heater gives better warmth, but

grandma can’t look into the open fire and dream of the past, of her
young days when she was the belle of the dance--"Ahl

days.

Those were the

The young people don't know how to have a good time."

The average home on the bayou consists of five rooms.

They are

not imposing mansions, but on the other hand they are substantial and

sufficient.

Due to the forceful winds of the autumnal hurricanes many

houses are constructed so as to pennit having the roofs fastened to guy

rods whioh are in turn fastened to buried sleepers.

finds a house boat.
boat.

Here and there one

This is merely an upper structure built on a flat

Durint the trapping season the trapper merely moves his domicile

to the trapping grounds, only to return when the season is over.
Of the 153 homos visited 50 or 32.6 per cent had six rooms, 2

(1.3 per cent) were house boats moored to the bayou bank and were the

homes of trappers, 33 or 21.7 per cent had five roxns, while one or .6
per cent had ten rooms (Table XIV).

A four-person household residing in a five-room house was typical

of Chauvin in 1941.
Due to the nearness of salt water it is impossible to have wells

to supply water for human consumption.
present cistern at each home.

This accounts for ths ever

These oisterns are about ten feet in

diameter and about twelve or fourteen feet high, and are made of oypress

lumber to insure long life.

Cutters are hung from the edge of ths roof
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TABLE XXV
SIZE OF HCKES IN CHAUVIN—1941

Distribution

Total
One-room
Two-room
Three-room
Four-room
Five-room
Six-room
Seven-room
Eitht-room
Nine-room
Ten-room

Number

153
2
8
12
28
33
50
12
6
1
1

Per cent
100.00

1.3
5.4
7.8
18.6
21.7
32.6
7.5
3.9
.6
.6
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and all rain water ia led to the oistern.
In Chauvin the family has played and is playing a most important

role in shaping the moral lives of its members.

family and second only to it is the churoh.

Closely allied with the

Like the family the religion

of these people offers the fundamental basis for group-oresting unities.

Due to the strong influence of the doctrines of the churoh. civil and
And as the churoh does not

common-law marriages are not sanctioned.

recognise divorces, they too are uncommon.

Thore is one churoh in Chauvin.

That is the Catholic Churoh.

To be anything but a Catholic is unheard of.

In an interview with

Mr. Desire Theriot the author was informed that every baby born on the

Bayou is born into the Catholic Churoh.

Mr. Theriot goes on, "I have

been to every funeral on the Bayou as far baok as I can remember and I
have never yet been to a Protestant Funeral.”
The priest delivers his sermons in French and incidentally he
takes the privilege of "readii^, the riot aot” to the members of his
church.

On one occasion he screamed, "All you people know is shrimp,

shrimp, shrimp.

If you would

only get off of your 'derriere’ and cul

tivate what little land you do possess you would all bo better off."
All seemed to resent the word "dorriers."

All agreed, however,

that

the priest was right.
The churoh is a very attractive edifice, gleaming white, sur

rounded by a beautifully kept lawn.

ths cemetery.

South of ths churoh on the lawn is

Everything is well kept, showii^ the reverence of these

people for those who have gone beyond.

Many of the dead are burled in

75

THj£

CHURCH

1
76

THE CHURCH

iHE

1

CEjuETHR i

77

family vaults above the ground, while on the other hand some are in
terred in the ground.

The interior of the ohuroh is beautiful and one

oannot help becoming aware of the exemplification of love and adoration

these people have for their church.
The community deserves commendation for its ohuroh.

Father Charles Beauvais, the present priest, is a man in his
early forties.

community.

Re is socially minded and is doing a good work in this

He has recently formed a young peoples social club and a

Boy Scout troop.
In the homos one finds, invariably, the holy pictures, the statue
of the Holy Mother, ths Holy Viator Fount and tie Rosary.

Back of the

Holy Mother one finds a bit of blessed palm from tlw past Palm Sunday.

CHAPTER VII

SOCIAL PROCESSES

In such a small pl&oe as Chauvin with so high a percentage of

fisHerman, the total population might well be represented as one col

lective unity characterised by a number of groups.

Tfeae groups how

ever bear similar characteristics having very little differentiation.
If one is to define the word "group" simply as meaning two or

more individuals bound together by certain bonds or special interests

which bring about rather definite unification of its manberi into a real
functional unit, then there are various sub-groups.

Social Stratifications

In spite of the faot that there are dif

ferent occupational levels in the community all are related and no one

feels the stigma of inferiority.

Even though these so-oalled differ

ences in the stratification of occupations exists, one finds the sooial

stratification, or the range of social classes, is small.

Very likely,

at any given time one will find the daughter of the shrimp peeler dancing
with the son of the owner of the canning plant or the wife of the skipper

of the shrimp fleet at a "veillee"^ at the bedside of the peeler's sick
child.

C <Mnpe tit ion and Cooperation>

of competition in this village.

One does not find definite forma

The several small stares have their

neighborhood customers, prices are alike and when the small stores are

^Sitting up during the night at the home of same sick person.
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unable to supply certain articles the customer is sent to the "big
store

There is no competition in the principal occupation of the
people, as it is the only one in the conmiunity.

Prices paid for oraba

and shrimp are the same whether the load be large or small, so the

owner of the small boat has no fear at

the owner of the larger boat.

It is merely a matter of small boat, small checkj large boat, large
check.

Out at sea, the fishermen are considerate of one another.
Should one boat develop engine trouble, the owner may fool assured of

help from any of the many boats.

This attitude is traditional and goes

back to the old days—days beyond the gas engine era when luggers de
pended upon the whims of Nature for a good stiff breeze.
This spirit of cooperation seerns to pemnate ths very lives of
these people.

Witness this inoidenti

Mr. Ruffin Chauvin, one of the

owners of the packing plant, told his foreman to hire Christophe for

a few days.

The foreman remarked, "he really don’t need him.”

"Yes,"

replied Mr. Chauvin, "but he needs us for awhile."

Should one find that his house need* a bit of repair his neighbors
are on hand and a "coup de main"

Conflict!

2

soon see* the Job well done.

Although conflict is a universal process, in Chauvin

it doe* not confoim to a stereotype cultural pattern.

The vexy nature

of the group with its prevailing cultural type and the interrelationship

‘ e neighborly spirit of a helping hand
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of the individuals remove many of' the causes of conflict.
it is too much to expect no conflict.

mild.

Certainly

It does exist but the forms are

From the standpoint of eooncmios one finds the individual fish

erman oomplaining about the pay or possibly about the ’’measure.”
sibly the peeler will find he does too much for his small pay.

Pos

On the

other hard the oanner will retort that the market is slow and the demand
is not great.

Or should oysters be the subjeat for discussion, there

is the pacifying answer, ’’They are poor and do not produce the neces
sary gallons per barrel."

The quarrels are not serious, however, and

the differences ar® soon ironed out.

There are no strikes.

All con

cerned realise the absurdity of" such a means of resolving difficulties
under conditions such as exist in Chauvin.

The prevailing feelings of resentment are over the poor roads
and the educational situation.

The road is hard surfaced with oyster

shells and at present 16 very rough.
is not very pleasant.

The trip from Houma to Chauvin

It is a fact that these boatmen buy gasoline

by drum lots and pay highway taxes even though the gas is used In the
Gulf of Mexico.

As "Babo" sayst

"Hell, wo pay enou^i taxes on gaso

line to pave this road and, look at it.

Sam Jones, when he wanted

votes, came down here and poked fun at Long'a administration and called

our road a disgrace.

He said that he'd fix them," and waving his arms

about In the customary French fashion, continued, "Pierron, you saw our

road before the election and you have just been over them. HellI"
A group was sitting on a bench on the poroh at Babo’a store and

the author wanted to get material for this chapter,

kany Issues were
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discussed* but the author could not get the proper "fire" going again.
Finally schools were mentioned—before anyone oould say a word Babo,
with arms waving and pointing his fingers* said* "Houma's got a school

costing over $700*000.00, and you saw ours.

If we want our children to

finish high school, we gpt to send them to Houma.

I don't see why they

don't cut us off entirely from the rest of the people by cutting a canal

across the road.

Then if we want a---- " (here he sputtered) "bottle of

castor oil let them chunk it to us."

Babo had the floor and by the

looks on the laces of the others, he was expressing the community atti

tude.

llobilityi
immobile.

aspects.

The present population of this community is highly

This is true wliethor approached from tho horizontal or vertical
Thre is certainly a definite lack of mobility from the stand

point of residence and land tenure.

Of the one hundred and fifty-three

heads of households interviewed ninety-one had been living in their

present homes over ten years.

Summary!

In Chauvin one finds very little differentiation in

occupational and social stratification.

There is no competition in the

principal occupation of the people and the spirit of cooperation exists.

The present population is highly immobile.

The Chauvina, lellegrins*

Authements* Laperouses* Duplantis* Leoanpts* and Le Blancs have been
in Chauvin for generations and it goes without saying their children’s
children will probably remain there, too.

The people of Chauvin feel

that God is good and they are there because of that.

They are suffi

ciently near their source of incomes, and yet away from the unpleasant
features found in the very low marsh lands of the Gulf Coast.

CEAPT'T? VITT

LIPS IS CHAUVIN

Chauvin as a

Con ■•unity t

Zimmerman says thRt in a reallstio com

munity one finds a rather sett! ed stable population mostly bom in the

region, speaking not only the same public language but also having a
similar oolloouial language.

They also have similar general traditions

and hold similar magical and religious beliefs.^-

According to the statement quoted above Chauvin is a realistic

community.
language:

The population is very stcbla .

The people apeak the same

106 (69.3%) favored French-English, 25 (16.4%) Knglish-

Freioh, 21 (13.7%) French only, and one (.6%) English only.

The elder

germ rati on has retained its French, and the young people, in spite of
their sohool training, find that the French language offers more avenues

of expression than tie ^nglidi (see Table XXVI).

The people also have

the same general traditions as well as slr.ilur r agical and religious

beliefs.

As T. Lynn Smith says of th a Acadlan3 In Louisiana, they are

a simple, peasant people} they have olung tenaciously to their old
customs and traditions.

Strenuously resisting all encroachments from

the outside, they have rather completely absorbed all the extraneous
elements of population that came among them.

2

^•Carl C. Zimmerman, "Evolution of the American Community,"
American Journal of Sociology, Vol. XLVI, Way, 1941, p. 809.

*T. Lynn Smith, "The I^jpulation of Louisiana: Its Composition
and Changes," Louisiana Bulletin No. 293, Louisi na Agricultural
Experiment Station (Baton Rouge, 1337), pw 65.
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table xxvi
NUMBER ANU PERCENT OF LANGUAGE PREFERENCES
IN CHAIWIN—1941

Language

Number

Per cent

Total

153

100.00

French-English
English-French

106
25

69.3
16.4

21
1

13.7
0.6

French only
English only
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All of the people are interested in fisheries.

Whether they

be oanners* store keepers* boat owners, deck hands* and assistants
or whether they peel shrimp, their incctues depend upon the sea.

If

one visits the stores* the factory or the several beer stands he hears
discussions relating to the size of the catoh or the prioe of the

shrimp.

They have a common interest.

They live in a "web of common

experiences."3

It is interesting to sit wi1h factory workers during the lunoh

period at the factory,

Everyone is at saw and conversation flows

Some will speak solely in French while the ethers will be bi

freely.
lingual.

They are not very careful of a balanced meal at this time.

The store does a flourishing business during, the noon period selling

"ham sate" consisting of half a loaf of bread and a thick slice of

pressed boneless ham.

This is washed down by a bottle of Royal Crown

Cola or possibly a big bottle of Root Beer.

Each wants a thick slice

of meat for his "ham sams" and each tries to cajole ths merchant into

being liberal.

For example* one worker «ho did not have much luck

with his cajolery, exclaimed as he watched the meat being cuti

"Hot

damn, you mos’ wees heem dat timet"

The fisherman gather around Babo's store at sundown to drink

beer.

Other things besides beer are on hand but beer seszus to be most

widely sold.

At Babe's one gets all th© latest bits of political news,

and bayou philosophy runs rife.

There politicians are made and destroyed

(verbally), and the problems of the parish, state* and nation are settled
a. Dawson and W. E. Gettvs, An introduction to the Science of
Sociology (New York: Ronald Press, 1929)7 p."’4.------- ------------- ----------- ~
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as for as Bayou 'Tit Caillou is concerned.

At the present time Gemany

and Japan arc being annihilated at Sabo's.

They will oontinue to

annihilate these countries until someone mentions the terrible condi
tion of the road.

This shifts the process of annihilation to the

state officials until a now subjeot is brought up—such is life at
Babo's.

Means of’ Traveli

There are no stores on tit» east osnk of the

bayou and the people on that side of trie oayou must cross as often as
/ivery home has a pirogue or a challon.

city people cross the streets,

The pirogue (pronounced '’pea-rogue”), tranaportati on marvel of the bayou

country, is the French adaptation of ths Indian dugout canoe,

it is

made from a log (usually cypress) which has oeen carefully scooped out,

then shaped entirely by hand.

It la ten to fourteen feet long and is

eighteen to twenty inches wide with a ten meh side height.

hold two or more persons with ease.

It will

The challon, on ths other hand, is

a small flat bottomed, square nosed coat aoout as long as the pirogue
but two to three feet wide,

both types ol

boa<s sure propelled with an

oar.
Of tiie two, the pirogue offers the more hasardous ride.

The

bottom is well rounded ana the uninitiated experiences muon difficulty

in maintaining his equilibrium,
hone in either type.

however, on the bayou everyone is at

Bo when one decides to cross over lor a short

visit to the other side, he nonchalantly steps to the bayou, seats

himself in his pirogue, end across he goes.

For the names efthe great number of boats on the bayou the

THE PIHODUE AND THE CHALLQh

TnE PlduGUA
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fisherman had to look far and wide.

A survey of the name a on the boats

shows seme owners were merely satisfied with initials, some were partial

to the fairer sex, while others showed considerable patriotism.

These boats present a delightful soene on the quiet waters of the

bayou.

All have flags and banners of some sort, while at the sides hang

one or two cast-off automobile tires.

These tires serve as fenders be

tween the boat and the wharf and do the Job excellently.

Ceremonies:

One of the most interesting and colorful customs on

the bayou at Chauvin is the annual ceremony of the blessing of the
shrimp fleets.

The blessing of the fishing boats dates back almost two thousand
years when, from the northern shorn s of Afrioa, Christians sent
their boats into the Mediterranean Sea. During the middle ages,
also, the ritual was observed, the galleys of imperial Venioe being
blessed before they put to sea. The Louisiana ceremony is believed
to have originated in Brittany, in the early days, when Catholio
French fishermen had their fleets blessed for protection from store.s
and othe£ misfortunes. French priests brought the custom to North
America.
Ten years ago Ur. Deisre J. Theriot, manager of the Indian Ridge

Packing Company at Boudreaux Canal several miles below Chauvin, intro
duced the custom of blessing the boats.
The first ceremony was held at Boudreaux Canal, but the follow

ing year the ceremonies were transferred to Chauvin, where both communi

ties participated.

In an interview with Mr. Th riot the author learned

that the National Press Services, News Reel Organisation, and newspapers

*Do You Know Louisiana,
p. 238.

State Department of Cannae roe and Industry,
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send representatives to Chauvin to obtain stories and pictures when the

ceremonies are held.

On August 6, 1941. nearly two hundred boats from the Little

Caillou fleet of shrimp boats and their owners and families were blessed
at ceremonies held for the purpose at the Saint Joseph Catholic Churah.

The blessings were conferred by Father Charles Beauvais, Pastor of the

The ceremonies began with biass and Communion at seven o’clock

Church.

Wednesday morning.

This was followed by bass at 9i30.

father Beauvais waB the celebrant.

At this Kass,

He was assisted by other priests

from Houma, Thibodaux, and Bourg.
Following the services in the Church, the congregation formed a
procession from the Church to the barge in Bayou Little Caillou from

which the blessings were given.

The procession was headed by altar boys

who were followed in turn by Boy Scouts who carried a largo silk Ameri
can flag.

Following these were nerr;bers of the Roly Name Society and

they, in turn, were followed by more Boy Scouts.

Members of the Ladles

Altar Society followed with the Children of teary ooming next in the pro
cession.

These were followed by members of the Catholic Choir from

Napoleonville, Louisiana.

The choir was followed by the priests.

After fitting ceremonies on the barge, in which the priest and

the choir participated, the boats began passing in single file.

As

they passed, everyone aboard knelt and received the blessings adminis

tered by Father Beauvais.
All through the ceremonies, a large orowd both from Little Caillou

and from various parts of the parish as well as from outside the parish

GAXbX DEQQUTKD iXjATii AiWAlTliSG T.Jfi xiLii33X«Q

AS THEY PASSED EVERYONE AiOARD KNELT AND
RECEIVED THE BLESSINGS OF THE PRIEST

THIS PKOC&asiQ*

GfilLDHO OF kART

was present and moBt of this large gathering attended mass.

The ohuroh

was filled to the very doors.
The almost two hundred boats made an extremely long line and the

whole scene was most colorful-

All boats had appropriate flags flying

and many of them were flying the Stars and Stripes-

The single file

procossion that formed as the boats received the blessing from Father

Beauvais extended for miles down the bayou.
The next three days after the ceremonies were spent in preparing
the boats for the first trip out.

The nets having been placed aboard,

together with fuel for the motors and food foh the men, the fleet went

out before dawn on Sunday.
as men were ooncerned.

Chauvin was then a deserted village as far

The young ladies of the oo/nmunity were a sad and

mournful lot on that day.

The writer visited a cold drink stand the

evening after the fleet’s departure, and six young girls about sixteen
years of age were in there putting their nickels into the "Juke-box."

They were dancing with one another.

The music of their choice was very

indicative of their innermost fee ling si

"Time Chtnges live ryth Ing, ” "I

Don’t Care Any More," "i'll Be Back in a Year, Sweetheart Darling,”

"Don't Worry About Me," and "Be Honest Mth Me."

Marriage ceremonies on the Bayou Petit Caillou in the past were

on a grand scale.

The more prominent the familios of the bride and

groom, the larger the bridal party.
the season.

The type of wadding depended on

There were grinding season weddings.

These weddings

oo cur red immediately after the cane season had passed, when the sugar
cane had been harvested and had been converted into sugar.

By this time
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young man had accumulated some money, his work was over for the

season, and it was time to think of a bride and a home.

parations being ®ade«

Dawn saw pre

Hut* pots were boiling over the fires.

In the

yard in the shade of trees, large tables were to be seen covered by
immaculate white cloths.

In large pots on the stove6 were siaunering

chickens—many chickens, and enough rioe to feed an anny of men.

Gumbo, fricassee, and other delectable Cajun dishes were being pre
pared.

Red wine, gallons of red wine, were on hand.

Dinner began

early and lasted until the last guest had been served by a soore of

neighbors and friends who had coma early to help.

Everyone ate and no

one went away hungry.
Four or five o’clock seemed to be tha favored hour for the mar

riage ceremony.

The bride had been dressed in her white dress with

wreath and vail; the groom was r^ady, resplendent in his dark suit,
black tie, and black kid gloves.
groomsmen.

Ready, too, were the bridesmaids and

The party piled into gaily deoorated buggies, and the

spirited horses with their deoorations, sensible to the joyous occasion,
were off in a hurry to the churoh.

After the ceremony the bridal party

rode along the bayou road, and from each house came the joyous cry,
"Adieu les Maries."

Tha day’s festivities were not over, however, for

the wedding danoe was jet to coms.

At the end of the wedding day

friends and relatives of the bride and groom gathered for a danoe at

ths home of the bride’s parents.

The musicians consisted of several

violin or guitar players and a vocalist
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Th® wedding ceremony has been changed to conform with the

present mode of living.

There is no more sugar cane at Chauvin so

they have their weddings to conform to the shrimp and trapping seasons.

The bride still wears her white dress with wreath and flowing
veil.

The groom has his dark suit with white buttonier, black tie and

black kid gloves.

They still leave the ohurch in the same spirit as of

old, but gone are the spirited horses and the gaily bedecked carriages.
Now they use automobiles—nice shiny automobiles.

With screaming horns

they dash along the bayou road—and, as of old, the cries of the natives
ring outt

"Adieu les Karies."

They still have the wedding feast but

the food of former days has gone.

The tablos are still set in the yards

but instead of the gumbo and fricass® one finds scores of cakes have
been sliced and glasses have been filled with wine.

There is still plenty

of wine* the gallon containers are stored under the table and one has
only to reach for a "refill."

of the table .

The groom and his bride sit at the head

The groom wears a hat as a mark of distinction.

customary for some one to sing, and generally the
Fillo Cherie," is rendered.

It is

sad farewell, "0 Ma

This brings tears to all at the table.

However, there follows the rollicking "Prend ton Verre" (take your
glass) and the spirits of the party are raised.

The people still have the wedding dance.

However, they do not

use private homes and no longer are they satisfied with the violin and
guitar.

A public dance hall is leased far the occasion.

The bridal party marches around the floor as of yore, but now a
popular band from Houma or possibly Thibodaux supplies the music for the
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wedding march.
party.

After the wedding inarch comes the waits for the bridal

The groom dances with his bride, while the groomsmen dance

with the maids.

This waits is strictly private and belongs solely to

the bridal party.

After this, the dancing becomes general.

The Bayou

eimily Posts hold to the idea that all friends of the bride must dance
at least one dance with her.

Certainly, at least for the wedding, dance

the bride is the "belle of the ball.”

All throughout the darxse the

bridal party retains the bridal costumesj the bride wears her white

dress and flowing veil; the groom, his black kid gloves.

The band

plays everything from the gentle strains of "Darling, I am Growing Old"

to "Beat ke Daddy, Eight to the Bar."

Time goes b , as lit is wont to

do, and the banc plays "Home, Sweet Homo.”

Ths dance Is over and Chauvin

has another married couple.

Amusements:

hard.

The Creolea and Cajuns on Bayou Petit Caillou work

They love to work, but they also love to play.

They are a merry

people and know how to get most out of life as they see it.
their chief means of amusements is ths danoe.

One of

On the left of the road

about one half mile below Chauvin’s factory one finds the "New Bright

Star" dance hall, a single story frame building about forty feet wide
and one hundred feet long.

It is built on ths bank of the bayou, and

the sides are opened so that the breezes blow in.

Benches are built

around the dance floor for spectators and a dias is provided at one
end for the band end the other ond of the dance hall is arranged for

the sale ol' drinks.

Admission is generally fifty cents far the evening

ladies are admitted free.

Seats are provided for ths elders and for the
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small children.

"The grandparents and the grandchildren like to attend

the dancej the former to watch and gossip, the latter to sleep and cry.

The old folks keep busy receiving and dispensing news, but the babies
g
are differently occupied."
In the past, each danoe hall provided a
roam far the babies.

Sometimes a doxen or more were put in thia room.

There they remained, crying or sleeping as their moods struck.

The new

dance hall, "New Bright Stai;" does not provide for this convenience so
we find the babies in the arms of their mothers.

It is not unusual to

find the younger ahildren danoing among the mature dancers.
Another custom at these danoes is that of dedicating a dance for

a speoial visitor.

On one oocasion the writer was present with Dr.

Rudolph Heberle and oeveral students of Sociology.

Their names were

called out and a danoe was dedicated to the group.
Chauvin boasts of a moving pioture theatre.

new enterprise and is provit^ a huge suaoess.

This is a rather

First rate pictures are

presented, and many a nickel made by peeling shrimp and crabs passes

through the tioket window.

It is not unusual far young people here to

go to Houma or even to New Orleans for their shows—should the "picture"

on the bayou not be to their liking.
A new pleasure resort has been established about three miles down

the bayou at Robinson's Canal.

Tie re the young people swim to their

heart's content and the elders sit at tables and eat boiled crabs and

shrimp, and drink beer.

------------g---------Lauren C. Post, "Acadian Folkways," Louisiana State University
Alunni News, 1936, pp. 26-26.
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As in other French speaking; canuaunitias, the Catholic Church

bxsaar is a day to which the good people of Chauvin eagerly look with

great anticipation.

The Daxuar is ha Id on Sunday.

packed to capacity.

Those who do not dance play bingo in another part

ol the building.

The danoe hall ia

Ueals consisting of the favorites, gumbo file, chicken

frioasse, or jambalaya are served.

Possibly, ono may find a friendly

poker garte going, on somewhere durinc the time.

Since all proceeds go to

the aiaintenanoe of the Church, the natives offer their whole-hcarted
support, and it is not unusual for the church to clear over $500 at one

of the bazaars.

It is unique that no one at Chauvin cares for bridge.

In fact,

tna feminine part of the population entertains no desire for card games,
but the men on the bayou like poker and the monetary equivalent of many

barrels of shrijrp have exchanged hands over the poker table

CHAPTER IX

CONCLUSION

In this study an attempt has been made to analyze the social
organization and the social processes of the people of Chauvin.
The primary purpose throughout this thesis has been to present

realistically the sociology of the life of the French-speaking people
of this village as it actually exists.

To this end their historic

origin, as well as their sooial, cultural, and economic charaotaristios
were presented.

Religion:

The community is almost one hundred per cent- Catholic,

there being only one member of a Protestant ohuroh in the village.

The

fact that there is but one churoh in the village makes for an over

whelming homogeneity of religious thought and affiliation of the popu
lation.

Kinship Groups:

With the exception of one person all of the

heads of households interviewed in Chauvin are native Louisianians A very large majority of this number was born in Chauvin.

This homo

geneous condition is cemented by a common ancestral descent and a

strong similarity of language composition.

The closeness of family

ties and tha intimacy of the verious kinship groups ell show the funda

mental nature of the social organization found among the people of
this ocrmunity.

Another factor which makes for social oohesion is

the similarity of occupational pursuits of the people.
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Source of Income:

Fishing is the principal source of income.

Fishing for shrimp, oysters and crabs, trapping, and work at the fac
tory furnish employment for the large majority of the people.

Shrimps

canned in Chauvin are shipped to distributors in the eastern part of

the United States, end as far west as San Fransisoo, California.

Type of Settlement:

Throughout the study attention was concen

trated on the form of settlement prevailing in Chauvin, and especially
the role that the form of settlement played in maintaining the social

solidarity of the group.

The line village, tho type of settlement

represented at Chauvin, affords many social advantages.

It makes pos

sible frequent visits among the various families thus giving the wives
opportunities for dlsoussing the irany problems which they have in
common.

The aid of a friendly neighbor during times of need and siok-

necs is most certainly welocw-.ed by everyone.

Tita line village la also

a means for developing the profound feeling of neighborliness among

the various members of this corrwun’ty.

This face-to-laoe action and

this web of canton experiences are major faotors in tne socialisation

of the group.

Finally, Chauvin represents a realistio community.

The popula

tion, mostly born in this region, speaks the sane language, and has
similar traditions, all of which makes for sooial cohesion, ooramunlty

consciousness, and cooperation in all the affairs of the oommunity.

L

APPENDIX

SURVEY OF CHAUVIN, LOUISIANA

1. ______________________ __________ ____________ ________ ,__________
(date)

(enumerator)

(editor)

2. Full name of head of household___ _________ ___________________ _______ ______________
Host office address____________________________________________ _______________________

3. Ownership Status of Place of .residence
Status

3a»

Owner

:

Renter

:

House
Farm
or'NoJ:(*Yes or I'To):No. of o.cres
:
■

••

:

ow many years continuous residence in this country?
in this house?_____________ _______

4. Nationality of herd of household________

____ in this ward?

_ _______ of wife_______________________

5. rTembors of household:
<ast Grade Completed :1s HemLine {elation- Sex:Age at:Color eri: College :ber in
:Last
:and
tel
dr ado
No. ship to
:
:School?
:
Birth-:Naand
Status
Head of
•
:(Yos or
:day
:tiviHigh
iousehold
:
No)
School
:
(h)
.
(1)
(c): (d) : (n)
(f)
(e)
(b)
(a)
:
:
•
1
:
:
:
•
•
2
••
••
:
:
s
3
••
••
4
•
:
•
•
•
:
:
:
5
6
:
;
:
••
••
•
•
7
:
:
:
•
•
8
:
:
•
•
•
9 ~
:
*•
:
••
••
10
••
••
11
:
:
•
12
:
*
•
••
13
••
14
•
•
•
15
:
:
:

6.

Languages spoken in order of prevalence

irthplace
.0,State FVTC

(j)

Page

2

7. Occupation:
A. Typo of Employment:No, of Months:Earnings:Length of Time in this business

1«
2.
3.
4.

Shrimping________ ;_______________ :_________ :____________________________________
Oyster___________ :_______________ ;_________ :____________________________________
Trapping________ :______
:_____
:
______________ ~_____________
Crabbing_________ ;
~
; _________________________________

B. Industry:
1. Factory Worker :_______________ :_________ :___________________________________
2. Other type s
' ;
'
;'
;_________________
C. Part-time Farming;
1. For Home Consumption;__________ ;
2. For sale
;
$

8. Do you own a boat:

Yes orNo : Size
;

:
•

_____ ;____________________ _________
J

Value

: Year
.'

Type of engine

:

•

9. Do you own a car ?:
10. Working Arrangements:
1. For self___________
2* On Halves
3» Other Arrangements

11. Members of families belonging to religious associations:
1. Knights of Columbus_____________
2. Children of Mary
3. Other s____________
12. Personal and Family History.

Occupation of husband’s father_______________ Place of birth_____________ F.V.T.C.
Occupation of wife’s father__________________ Place of birth____________ F.V.T.C,
Place of birth of husband_____________________F.V.T.C.

Wife___________

F.V.T.C.

Page
Children away from home.

Sex: Age :P.O.:Birthplace
State FVTC

: Education I
: in Years

a’

•0•

Residence
State FVTC

: Occupation
:
•

D.S. :

D.S. :
V) ft .

•

D.S. :

•

D.S. :
•

D.S. :

D.S. :

•
•

D.S. :

D.S. :

•

•

D.S. :
14. Housing
1.
2.
3.
4.

Number of rooms
Type of stove
Source of drinking water
Note any other striking features
or i: '.portant cheracteri sties of
the house

5. Check if homo has:
Modern bathroom
’’’Running water
Eloctr ici ty
Electric washing machine
Screened porch
Screened windows
Glcss windows
Radio
Colophono
Daily paper
ookly paper
Sewing machine
Electric refrigerator
I co box
Phonograph
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